OFFICIAL MINUTES
OF THE

MISSISSIPPI COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR

REMOTE SENSING AND GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS

JULY 24, 2007
PRESENT

Trudy Fisher, Chair, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

David Litchliter, Vice Chair, Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services

Don Grayson (for Larry L. “Butch” Brown), Mississippi Department of Transportation

Kent Buckley (for Mike Womack), Mississippi Emergency Management Agency

Jack Moody (for Gray Swoope), Mississippi Development Authority

Charlie W. Morgan, Mississippi Institute for Forest Inventory

Rick Ericksen, Mississippi State Board of Registered Professional Geologists

Jim Steil, Institutions of Higher Learning/MARIS

Matthew Dodd (for George Lewis), Mississippi Municipal League

Tony Fleming, Clarke County Board of Supervisors

Joel Yelverton, Mississippi Association of Supervisors

Barbara Collier, Tax Assessors/Collectors Association

Chuck Carr, Central Mississippi Planning and Development District

Dannie Reed, Representative, Mississippi House of Representatives

Warren McKinnon (for Joe Blount), Mississippi State Tax Commission

Talbot Brooks, Delta State University, Technical Users Group Chair

ABSENT

Gerald McWhorter (for Eric Clark), Secretary of State

Gene McGee, Mayor, City of Ridgeland

Colin Baird, Mississippi Association of Professional Surveyors

Tommy Moffatt, Senator, Mississippi State Senate

George Phillips, Mississippi Department of Public Safety

David Shaw, Mississippi State University, Policy Advisory Committee Chair

     Chairwoman Trudy Fisher called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. and welcomed those present.  Since a quorum was present, Chairwoman Fisher asked for a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes for April 3, 2007.  The motion was made by Jack Moody and seconded by Chuck Carr to approve these minutes. The minutes were approved.


Vice Chairman Litchliter introduced the new members of the Council.
Tony Fleming of the Clarke County Board of Supervisors is the new county supervisor appointed by the executive director of the Mississippi Association of Supervisors.  Matthew Dodd, city planner and GIS analyst for the City of Ridgeland, will be representing the Mississippi Municipal League.  Jim Steil, who was chairman of the Council’s Technical Users Group, is now representing the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning. 

Dr. Scott Samson of the GeoResources Institute at Mississippi State University delivered the report on education and outreach efforts.  Since June 1, 2006, standard ESRI training has been taught in 51 workshops with 635 participants and covers one-third of the state’s counties.  Workshop facilitators are Nel Ruffin, who is an instructor in the Geosciences Department at Mississippi State University; Gunnar Olson, Extension associate with the GeoResources Institute; and Dr. Samson.  GIS Notes, written by Nel Ruffin, were presented in a printed folder to the members of the Council.  Course levels range from basic to advanced.  A GIS certificate will be given to those who complete the courses.  Current issues include continued funding, offering of advanced level workshops, local government funding for GIS software, client sustainability after the training, development of CD-based GIS tutorial with open source software and public data, and public access to public data.  The average is two workshops per week.  Dr. Samson expressed appreciation to the community college centers for support and providing facilities. 

 Mississippi Digital Earth Model (MDEM) activities were discussed by Cragin Knox.  The statewide orthoimagery report was given first.  The two-foot imagery funding was provided by the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), the United States Geological Survey (USGS), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  All data have been received and were sent to Dewberry and Davis for a quality control check.  Mississippi was divided into five blocks of data.  The Chancery Clerks of fifty counties have already received their data in binders, and the remaining counties will receive their data this summer.


The Gulf Coast orthoimagery report was given next.  The funding for the Gulf Region Base Mapping Program was accomplished with a grant from HUD through the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) to the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) and contractors.  The orthophotography was done at resolutions of one foot in rural areas and six inches in urban areas.  The barrier islands were shot only on the two-foot imagery. 


Steve Champlin, project manager for the Mississippi Flood Map Modernization Initiative (MFMMI), gave a slide presentation for the Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) mapping project report. Total funding for fiscal years 2003 through 2007 is $14,915,293.  Total spending thus far is $4,804,935.  The DeSoto County DFIRMs project is completed, and maps became effective as of June 4, 2007.  DFIRMs for Kemper and Choctaw counties will become effective on September 5 and September 28, 2007, respectively.  Preliminary DFIRMs were delivered to Warren County on February 9, 2007, and to Tunica County on April 9, 2007.  Preliminary maps are scheduled to be delivered to Benton, Tate, George, and Copiah Counties in August and September, 2007, and to Harrison, Hancock, Jackson, and Lee Counties in the fourth quarter of 2007.  We have completed scoping and are beginning engineering and mapping of twenty FY06 counties.  We are either in or entering DFIRM production phase for eight counties. Six counties are in the engineering and mapping phase.  Regarding coastal mapping, FEMA is preparing a new storm surge analyses from Texas to Florida. MDEQ/Mississippi Geographic Information (MGI) has completed the riverine mapping in the coastal counties.  MDEQ/MGI will merge the riverine data with the new coastal data when it is available from FEMA.

Heath Prejean of ITS, GIS Technical Lead, gave the status report on the GIS Portal/Clearing-house development.  The final release is scheduled for August 27 after the metadata, business process for large downloads, and the recoverability tests are completed.  Then a live demonstration was given by Mr. Prejean, starting with the home page with quick links.  Channels help you find information quickly.  There will be seven MDEM framework layers.  There will be a help center, but every page will also have its own help center.  There will be a Map Viewer page.  Other sources, such as the National Weather Service, can be used within this site.  Another page, entitled “Map Viewer Basic Toolbar,” has a lot of flexibility and functionality with seamless projection.  Familiar buttons will be used.  Everything is in MSTM projection.  A public Web addressing service is being used.  You can zoom to an area and then save a view as a URL that you can send to someone.  Counties can publish contact information for consumers to contact each county about getting their data.  Searches may be done by key word, geographic, or area locations.  There is a Data Download page.

Cheryl Crawford of ITS, GIS Project Manager, announced that ESRI had given ITS a special achievement award at the June Conference.  She then announced that GIS Day would be held on November 16 this year.  Last year ITS hosted a state agency event.  This year ITS employees will go to classrooms in schools.  GIS in Mississippi is a new ESRI brochure which was distributed to the Council members.  She was excited about collaboration and cooperation that is happening at all levels of government.   

The report on the Mississippi Project Homeland Pilot was presented by Cheryl Crawford who explained that this project is an effort to make connections between federal, state and local agencies on geospatial intelligence focusing on GIS data to be used in an emergency.  The strategy for the project was presented in chart form.  The federal Department of Homeland Security (DHS) was in the center of the chart.  Surrounding DHS were the MDEQ/ITS Portal, Jackson State University (JSU) for the All Hazards First Responders project, MDEQ for foundation data, the Mississippi Office of Homeland Security (MOHS) within the Mississippi Department of Public Safety, the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) Emergency Operations Center, and the Data Fusion Center for law enforcement.  The work was done by ESRI and funded by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA).  The viewer is called Mississippi iCAV.  Benefits to Mississippi are as follows: Our emergency management geospatial information will be readily available to the statewide staff, first responders, and local emergency management people.  The GIS data and the event data will be integrated from all three levels.  The first responder data will be available for update display and analysis.  State and community users will be able to view state data and information products via a state viewer.  Special event data will be integrated with existing emergency management tools.  The state’s responsibilities are as follows:  We will adopt the Department of Homeland Security data model.  We will need to provide Pilot management oversight staff and supporting project oversight staff as needed.  We will need to provide access to the state’s folders during the requirements gathering and design with a minimum of one expert from MEMA, one expert from MOHS on infrastructure protection, and one Intelligence Fusion Center analyst. We need to commit to an interface between the Clearinghouse and the All Hazards Project. We will need to lead technical activities related to data conversion.  We will need to install the hardware and test the final delivery software.  There will be ongoing support costs after implementation.  Byron Thompson of the Mississippi Office of Homeland Security added that this is an intelligence project.  We will take the state’s data and tie it in with federal information.  The Data Fusion Center at the Mississippi Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is a secure site, and clearance must be obtained to view the data.  The motion was made by Joel Yelverton that the Council support the going forward with the Mississippi Project Homeland Pilot.  This was seconded by Jack Moody, and the motion was approved.

Joel Yelverton reminded us about the discussion at the last meeting regarding the need for a PAC chairman. The buy-up program was not successful.  He said he did not feel it was right for him to pull that group together and that a PAC chairman was needed.  Mr. Yelverton made the motion that David Shaw be PAC chairman.  The motion was seconded by Chuck Carr, and the motion passed with no nays.

Jim Steil handed out examples of the digital raster graphic (DRG), the digital elevation model (DEM), and the DRG draped over the DEM.  They participated in a fake hurricane drill.  Talbot Brooks has geocoded nine counties for the EM agencies. 

Charlie Morgan reported that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is doing a statewide one-meter, true color, leaf-on flyover for agricultural photography.  He contacted the vendor, Photo Science, Inc., about keeping the NAIP with color infrared (IR).  For the entire state, the cost will be $190,000.  They are organizing some corporate sponsors to pay for this.

Jim Steil announced that the next NSGIC meeting would be held in Madison, Wisconsin, in September and encouraged everyone to attend.

Now that Mr. Steil is a member of the Council, he made a motion that Talbot Brooks, Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information Technologies at Delta State University, chair the Technical Users Group (TUG).  The motion was seconded by Charlie Morgan, and the motion passed with no nays. 


The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, November 8, at 1:30 p.m. at MDEQ Southport Center in the Commission Hearing Room.


Since there was no other business, Vice Chairman Litchliter adjourned the meeting at 3:42 p.m.
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